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The right way to the right of way
Navigating your way through an intersection correctly is one of the most important ways to
prevent injuries or fatalities on the street. Identifying the different intersection types and
being prepared for a variety of scenarios will make you a more informed and aware road user.

Intersections without signs or lights
• Without clear signage or lights, these types of intersections can be dangerous.
• Yield the right of way to a vehicle approaching the intersection that has arrived before you.
- If you arrive at the same time, the vehicle approaching from the right has the right of way. This applies to cyclists too.

All-way stops
• All-way stops are often misinterpreted as ﬁrst come, ﬁrst served.
• Yield the right of way to the ﬁrst vehicle to come to a complete stop.
- If you arrive at the same time, the vehicle on the left must yield to the vehicle on the right. This applies to cyclists too.

• When turning at an intersection with regular stop signs, drivers must wait for approaching trafﬁc and
pedestrians to pass or turn.
- Check your blind spot for cyclists approaching from behind, a bike lane to your right, on a sidewalk, or a trail.

• Pedestrians have the right of way over drivers and cyclists at stop signs and all-way stop signs. However,
only cross when it is safe to do so.

Private roads and driveways
• Private roads and driveways don’t have their own rules.
• Drivers coming out of private roads or driveways must yield to other vehicles and cyclists on the road as
well as pedestrians on the sidewalk.

Trafﬁc lights
• There’s more to trafﬁc than red, yellow and green lights. Keep space and proceed only when it is safe to do so.
• For those who walk, follow the pedestrian signs when crossing, making sure to keep an eye out for
other pedestrians, drivers and cyclists.
• When walking, no matter what type of intersection you are crossing, ensure that you are paying
attention to your surroundings including vehicles, cyclists and other pedestrians.

Conclusion
Intersections can present a variety of different scenarios for drivers,
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians. Making our streets safer is a
collective effort.
To learn more about how you can become a better sharer of our
streets, visit www.truceto.com.

